Minutes of the Miles City Council   
    
The Miles City Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, in the Weatherby Hall instead of the City Hall, due to Covid-19 precautions, with Mayor Travis McMillan calling the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Council members present in person were Casey McCartney, Kirk Boatright, Jane Jeschke and Paul Sklenarik. Larry Gilbert attended virtually.

There was no public comment.

Under the agenda item that pertains to game room businesses in Miles, there was discussion with the public.     R.B. Wright presented the Mayor with a signed petition of over 100 signatures of city residents that are against the City allowing gaming business’s in town.  Donna Orr with “Wild Bills” explained the gaming process and the positive aspects that they will bring to the community, which mainly consisted of revenue.  There were other Cities ordinances that Mr. Wright presented the Mayor that stated, gaming businesses could not be within 1500 feet of a residential area and asked why this was not also in our ordinance.  The City’s attorney explained that residential restrictions could only be enforced if the city is zoned.  Several other residents spoke out that they fear for their children and grandchildren’s safety because of the increases to traffic and unlawful people being in town.  Multiple people spoke expressing their opinions that allowing these businesses to come into our town will cause more thefts and illegal behavior. Multiple citizens asked the City to listen to the residents and not the business personnel make claims that they cannot keep.  Kimberly Arzate spoke on behalf of “Our Time”.  She stated that no one even knew their business was even there because they have had no legal problems with the city.  The Mayor explained that the City has done their due diligence to be able to regulate the gaming businesses, by working with the City Attorney to create an ordinance that will help the City regulate any problems.  Citizens expressed concern with the fact the City only has one police officer and they feel they won’t be able to deal with problems.  There were several comments about additions to the current ordinance to limit the hours and deal with illegal parking.  Council reassured the public that they are taking this matter seriously and they will be working with the city attorney to work on amendments to the City Ordinance.

Consent agenda items consisted of the minutes of the June 1, 2020 regular meeting, monthly finance reports, monthly employee pay reports and current bills.  Casey McCartney made the motion to approve the consent agenda.  Larry Gilbert seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.
 
      Under reports: 
Mayor report:  Travis McMillan announced that the City will begin paving soon and that the easements will need to be cleared because the ditches will be pulled.
Jason King gave the water superintendent report.  The city used 1,214,000 gallons from San Angelo and 2,061,000 gallons from wells.  The influent to the waste water treatment plant was 196,176 gallons.  Irrigated waste water used was 56,810 gallons. There were 11 water leaks; 2 water and sewer taps and 3 sewer service calls. He updated council on: 1) hail damage to city truck 2) update to water control devices complete 
Chief Quentin Watkins gave the Police Department report.  There were 31 calls for service, 37 traffic stops, 32 citations & 5 warnings. He is requesting help from the Council, because of the continuous call load for animal control.  One city employee is willing to go to class to become an animal control officer.  
Amy Fischer gave the Municipal Court report.  There were 32 new cases filed; 53 cases disposed and 1 appeal.   
Amy Fischer gave the City Secretary report, reporting an update received from the title researcher, on the 3rd street project and updated council that the paving will start soon and the city will be placing notices on the houses where the paving will be taking place, for the residents to be aware that the ditches will be pulled and that they need everything moved out of the right-of-ways.
Under ordinance enforcement it was reported that there were 2 courtesy nuisance letters and 2 courtesy loose dog letters sent.

Mayor McMillan opened 3 sealed bids for the possible sale of the old city mower, as follows:  Juan Ornelas for $600, Quentin Watkins for $500 and Mike McMillan for $1000.  Jane Jeschke made the motion to award the mower sale to Mike McMillan for $1000.00.  Paul Sklenarik seconded.  Motion carried 4-0, with Larry Gilbert not being present at the time.

Council discussed social gatherings based on current CDC recommendations because of Covid-19.  The council discussed their feelings on the Cotton Festival scheduled for September 12th.  The Mayor reported information to date regarding exposure in our City.  The City will follow the laws of the State, and is not going to mandate any exceptions as of today.  This matter is being revisited and thought about daily, by the Mayor.

Council discussed city signage and how to block roads for events requesting road closure.  They agreed that specific barricades needed to be made for the closures.  Paul Sklenarik made the motion to allow the expenses to make 6 barricades. Casey McCartney seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.

Council discussed the current gaming ordinance and discussed possible amendments, including: fees, security, video surveillance, parking, unobstructed windows and hours of operation.  The council along with the City attorney will work on these amendments and will present this ordinance at a later date.

Council discussed building permit payment requirements for other local taxing entities.  Kirk Boatright made the motion to charge taxing entities the same as everyone. Jane Jeschke seconded.  Motion carried 3-2 with Paul Sklenarik and Casey McCartney voting against.

After review, Jane Jeschke made the motion to accept the solid waste collection letter of agreement for the yearly rate increases to Republic Services.  Casey McCartney seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.


Jane Jeschke made the motion to approve the trash service rate increases as presented.  Casey McCartney seconded.  Motion carried 5-0.


Jane Jeschke made the motion to approve the joint election agreement and contract with Runnels County as presented.  Larry Gilbert seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. 
Recommendations of future agenda items: finishing up the sidewalk project.
Next regular meeting is set for Monday, August 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. and the budget workshop date approved was Monday, August 10th at 5:30 p.m.

Larry Gilbert made the motion to adjourn.  Casey McCartney seconded.  Motion carried 5-0. Council adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,    
Amy Fischer                                                                           
Travis McMillan   
City Secretary
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